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bining the Balkan States as an eastern wing of
our offensive against the Central Powers ; their
military chiefs had hesitated to supply the means.
Never at that stage did the Governments of the
Allies fully realise the full proportionate value
of the Balkan States in the vast scheme of the
great European struggle.
But it was soon clear that, if the Western
Powers were inclined to leave the Balkan States
to themselves, the Central Powers had no such
intention. Quite early in the war Mr. Lloyd
George and Mr. Winston Churchill scented the
danger of German intrigue in the Balkans, and
the vast lure of that easy " corridor " to the East
offered by the trans-Balkan railway system. In
September 1914 they induced the Foreign Office
to send the Buxton brothers to Sofia ; and the
proposals which those delegates brought back
in January 1915 played an important part in
the negotiations of February,1
Some time before the end of January 1915,
indeed, the British Government got to know
that Germany was already preparing a large army
for the invasion of Serbia. Mr. Lloyd George
instantly realised the gravity and urgency of
this peril. It was largely due to his initiative
that a note was sent to Greece and Rumania,
urging those States to come to the assistance of
Serbia.
No note was sent to Bulgaria.   It was already
1 On Sunday, August 26th, 1917, at Athens, M. Venizelos
revealed the details of an earlier entente between Greece and
the Allies, planned by him before the battle of the Marne. It
was frustrated by King Constantine. The Greek White Paper
since published fully confirms this.